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Introduction

Leading dairy farmers from all over the world meet each other for the
discussion of new strategies, as reaction to new policy measures, legislation
and market developments. This is organized via Global Dairy Farmers which
functions as a network.

Objectives of Global Dairy Farmers (GDF)

The network has the following objectives:
x  Discussing the impact of policy measures from different organisations as
WTO, EU, FAQ, and the impact on their own (farm-) business.
x Exchanging ideas and strategies between entrepreneurs and policy
makers worldwide, on different levels (farm, region, and world).
x Discussing problems and their solutions within the network.
In this way the network is acting as a kind of monitoring system for new
developments on farm level and in the whole dairy sector.

Background participants/members of the club

The network consists of the following groups of participants:
x Dairy farmers: Focusing on entrepreneurship, innovations, globalization,
being part of the (local) food chain and sustainability.
x Associated members: Advisors or representatives from institutes with an
added value for the network.
X Companies representatives with an added value for GDF.




Business Partners of GDF
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1. Artex Barnsolutions 6. Novus Int.
2. Alta Genetics 7. CowHouse
3. Lely 8. BASF
4. Ecolab 9. Jaylor
5. Nutreco 10. Rabobank
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GDF is partner in Global Dairy Research (GDR)

Global Dairy Research is a network of associated members (institutes) linked to
Global Dairy Farmers (GDF). Its targets are doing studies serving the dairy
sector and looking for innovations, trends and new farm systems. The network
tries to achieve its targets by developing research projects. The management of
this network is done by Wageningen-UR AgroCenter (Alfons Beldman). It has its
own budget. For this budget GDF has a Research Fund, filled by GDF and its
Business Partners.




Deliverables from GDF

x The Network
Getting into contact with innovative colleagues to discuss leading
problems and solutions in the industry via digital contact (e-mail/
internet/telephone) and face-to-face contact.

X Congresses
As the network is widely spread a congress will be organised:

1. A GDF congress every 18 months; The content of the congress will
consist of strategy studies from the different participants and
discussions on new studies with the help of scientists/advisors
with an added value for the group. Also interesting farms and
other objects will be visited.

2. In the years in between by boat conferences can be organised
linked to important dairy events as for example Dairy Innovators
Forum (AU).

x E-mail newsletters
Via newsletters members are informed about interesting news on the
worldwide dairy industry. These letters are send out approximately 10
times per year.

X GDF Website and Facebook
The website www.globaldairyfarmers.com gives information on GDF and
developments in the dairy industry. On Facebook the group Global Dairy
Farmers serves as a platform for online discussions and news by
members and Business Partners.

X Round Table meetings with Business Partners
The management team and invited members of Global Dairy Farmers
meet the GDF Business Partners every 3-4 months for a round table
meeting. During these meetings the Business Partners have the
opportunity to discuss new developments in the dairy industry. Also their
interest in research projects in relation to Global Dairy Research can be
part of the meeting.



http://www.globaldairyfarmers.com/
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Contact information GDF

President

Bram Prins

Jan Altinkstraat 18

9791 DM Ten Boer

The Netherlands

Tel. +31-503023931 (mobile +31-655873309)
E-mail bram@prinsconsult.nl

Manager

Elise Keurentjes

Tel. +31-654768363

E-mail elise@prinsconsult.nl
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